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qjftTTTR OF CLAIMS 

Claim, 2-6, 8-16. 19-22, 24-30, and 32-34 ate pending in the application. Claims 5-6, 8- 
10 14 and 32-34 ate rejected. Claims 1, 7, 17, 18, 23, 31, and 35 are canceled. Claims 11-13 are 

independent form. Claims 5 and 14 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome ; the ^echo* 
Jr35U.S.C. § ll2. Claims 2-4,15-16, 19-22, and 24-30 are allowed. With this Amendm., 
claims 5, 6, 9, 14, and 34 havebeen amended. Support for these claim amendment , canbe onnd 
i.metextofthespecincationasotiginallyftled. New claims 36-38 have been added. No new 

mattei has been added. 



RKTPCTIONS TINDER. 35 U.S.C. $112 

Claims 5 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C §112. second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which the 
Applicant regards as the invention. Claims 5 and 14 have been amended to overcome the 
rejection. In particular, claim 5 has been amended to depend from claim 4 as suggested by the 
Examiner The phrase "the resistors" in claim 14 has been amended to "the resistive heatmg 
element(s)" as suggested by the Examine, In view of the claim amendments, Applicant 
respectfully requests that the rejection of claims 5 and 14 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second 
paragraph be withdrawn. 

ftRTECTlON g TTNITVRR 35 TT S.P.. 6 103(a) 

The Examiner rejected claims 6. 8-10, and 32-34 under 35 U.S.C. §l03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Mailer et at, U.S. Patent 6,524,308 ("Mullet"). Applicant traverses the 
rejection and respectfully requests reconsideration. 
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In rejecting claims 6, 8-10, and 32-34, the Examiner stated that Muller discloses "an 
applicator and its method of me that delivers energy comprising: an applicator body (Figure 3) 
comprising a proximal portion and a distal portion; an electrode surface (32 or 33) on the distal 
portion of the applicator body for delivering therapeutic electrical energy therethrough; a conduit 
that delivers a coolant on a path through at least a part of the distal portion of the applicator 
body; and one or more healing elements thermally coupled, from within the applicator body, to 
the distal portion of the applicator body and entirely beneath me electrode surface to deliver a 
heating energy to the coolant conduit, wherein the energy is sufficient to heat the coolant so that 
the electrode surface is at a desired temperature." 

Independent claims 6 and 9, which are both directed to a method of controlling a 
temperature of an applicator body, have been amended to includ e the limitation "contacting the at 
least one electrode surface against a surface adjacent pelvic support tissue " Muller does not 
disclose, teach, or suggest a method of conn-oiling a temperature of an applicator body that 
includes the step of contacting an electrode surface against a surface adjacent pelvic support 
tissue Because Muller fails to disclose, teach, or suggest each element of independent claim, 6 
and 9, as amended, the rejection of claims 6 and 9 under 35 U.S.C. §103 should be withdrawn. 

Dependent claim 8 depends from independent claim 6. As such, this claim is allowable 
with its independent base claim. In addition, it is respectfully submitted that the combination of 
features recited in claim 8 is patentable on its own merits, although this does not need to be 
specifically addressed herein since any claim depending from a patentable independent claim is 
also patentable. 

Similarly, dependent claims 10-14 depend from independent claim 9. As such, these 
claims are allowable with their independent base claim. In addition, it is respectfully submitted 
that the combinations of features recited in claims 10-14 are patentable on their own men*, 
although this does not need to be specifically addressed herein since any claim depending from a 
patentable independent claim is also patentable. 

Independent claim 34, as amended, recites "[a] system for heating a pelvic support tissue 
adjacent an intermediate tissue . . . comprising: a body comprising one or more electrodes 
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oriented for contacting the Wormed .issue adjacent the pelvic support tissue; a control Systran 
coupied ,0 a power source and to ft. elec«rode(s) . . . adapted to actively energtze the 
e.ec«rode<s) so as to deliver . fterapeutic heating energy ftrough fte intermediate tissue to fte 
pelvie support tissue . . ..» Muller doe* no, disclose, teach, or suggest a system for heattng pelvtc 
anppott tissue adjacent an intemtedrate tissue tha, includes one or more electrodes oriented or 
contacting fte intermediate tisaue adjacent fte pelvic support tissue and . contio. system adapted 
» selectively energize fte electrode© to detiver a fhempeutic heating energy through fte 
intermediate tissue to fte pelvic support tissue. Because MuUer fails to disclose, teach, or suggest 
each element of independent claim 34, as amended, fte rejection of claim 34 under 35 U.S.C. 
§103 should be withdrawn. 

Dependent claims 32-33 depend tan independent claim 34. As such, these claims are 
aiiowabie with their independent base claim. In addition, it is resp.ct6.uy submitted that fte 
combination of features recited in claims 32-33 are patentable on their own merits, although ftta 
does not need to be specificaliy addressed herein since any claim depending from a patentable 
independent claim is also patentable. 



AT T .OWED AND ALLOWA BLE ST JBJECT MATTER 

Claims 2-4, 15-16, 19-22, and 24-30 are allowed. The Examiner objected to claims 11- 
13 as being dependent upon a rejected base claim. In response, new claims 36-38 have been 
added which correspond with claims 11-13 rewritten in independent form including all of the 
Umitations of the base claim (claim 6) and any intervening claims. As a result, Apphcant 
believes these claims are in condition for allowance. 

Claims 5 and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. Claims 5 and 14 
have now been amended to overcome the rejection as discussed previously. As a result, 
Applicant believes these claims are also in condition for allowance. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant believes all claims are now in condition for allowance and a Nonce of 
Allowance is respectfully solicited. If the Examiner believes that a teleconference would 
value in expediting the allowance of ffae pending claims, the undersigned can be reached at the 
telephone number listed below. It is believed that no petition or payment for extension of fees is 
due as this response is being filed within the three-month statutory time period for response. * 
however, it is believed that any additional fees are necessary, the Commissioner . hereby 
authorized to charge or credit any such fees or overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1901 
(Reference 687-3108/US). 

Dated: <f | an /o7 Respectfully submitted, 

OPPENHEIMER, WOLFF & DONNELLY LLP 

Attorneys for Applicants 



By 




Customer No. 34205 



Barbara A. Wrigley 
Reg. No. 34,950 
45 South 7 th Street, Suite 3300 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
Telephone No. (612) 607-7595 
Facsimile No. (612) 607-7100 
E-Mail Bwrip1evfglO ppftTihftimer.com 
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